
0 area handbook series

Ln China
N a country study

£0 MAR 1989

A



China
a country study

Federal Research Division
Library of Congress

Edited by
Robert L. Worden,

Andrea Matles Savada,
and Ronald E. Dolan
Research Completed

July 1987

. . ,0 7 MAR 1999

i N -. ,:,, f : :- C j - - ',:l

ia- " 0 5



On the cover: The artist's pen-and-ink rendering of a cast-
bronze horse, chariot, and driver of the Eastern Han
dynasty (A.D. 25-220) reveals the dual sense of vitality
and passivity often found in Chinese art.

Fourth Edition, First Printing, 1988.

Copyright "1988 United States Government as represented by
the Secretary of the Army. All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

China, a countrv study.

(DA pam, 550-60)-01cL
"Research completed September 1987."/ P
Bibliography: p. 637. \ ,,Taw

Includes index. 6

Supt. of Docs. no. : LC DI01.22:60/987
1. China. I. Worden, Robert L., 1945- II. Sa'ada,

Andrea Matles, 1950- III. Dolan, Ronald E., 1939-
IV. Library of Congress. Federal Research Division. V. Series.'*1l

DS706.C489 1988 951 87-600491 ,

Headquarters, Department of the Army
DA Pam 550-60
Supersedes 1981 edition

Dist

1) C ( 211411'2

Stock #008-020-01159-2
Price: $27.00



Foreword

This volume is one in a continuing series of books now being
prepared by the Federal Research Division of the Library of Con-
gress under the Country Studies-Area Handbook Program. The
last page of this book lists the other published studies.

Most books in the series deal with a particular foreign country,
describing and analyzing its political, economic, social, and national
security systems and institutions, and examining the interrelation-
ships of those systems and the ways they are shaped by cultural
factors. Each study is written by a multidisciplinary team of social
scientists. The authors seek to provide a basic understanding of
the observed society, striving for a dwnamic rather than a static
portrayal. Particular attention is devoted to the people who make
up the society, their origins, dominant belief's and values, their con-
mon interests and the issues on which thev are divided, the nature
and extent of their involvement with national institutions, and their
attitudes toward each other and toward their social system and
political order.

The books represent the analysis of the authors and should not
be construed as an expression of an official United States govern-
ment position, policy, or decision. The authors have sought to
adhere to accepted standards of scholarly objectivity. Corrections.
additions, and suggestions for changes from readers will be wel-
comed tor use in future editions.

The Chief

Federal Research Division
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20540
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Preface

China in the 1980s wats a nation rapidly modernizing ats its leader-
ship implemlentedI sweeping reforms in the economic, social, andl
political sectors and adopted at policy, of opening up to the outside
world. The scale and pace of Chinia's comprehensive moderniza-
tion program have necessitated this new and updated edition of'
China: A Country Study, which supersedes the third edition published
in 1981 under the same title. Much of what was reported in 1981
has been-i overtaken 1w, events. Sources of Iifrmiation fin the new
e'di tion hav'i- Includedl Sclolarl'l oOuiil.S an d mioniographs, of'fcial
reports ol governments and international organizations, foreign andl
domeistic media reports, numerous periodicals, and, significantly,,
the( increasingly available andl accurate Chinese government statisti-
cal rep~orts and anI~c.Bbiographic essays calling auttention to
useful Sources of, Iftrther reading appear at the end of each chapter.

Tlhe aimn of' the authors has been to present anl undlerstandling
of ( hini in at period of transit ion and modernization against the(
b~ackdrop of' both at long and illustrious historical heritage and
twent ieth-cenitu rv political turmoil. As anl aid to readers seeking
anl uinderstandfing of the broad f'ramework of Cli ma s long history,
aI chirotioogv of (lynast Ics is p~rovided (see table A). I ncreasinglv,
rel ialet' ormat ion ab~out all sctor-so ()I hi nese societ V bcameI
available in the 1 980s-cmanating f'romn Scholars andl technical
exlcerts, bo0th Chinese and f6rcign-aiding the authors of' this
volunme in presenting what is hoped is at clear and thoughtful anal%-
sis. Nevertheless , gaps in dlata andl Inconsistent reporting have
reqfuiredl the authors to mnake In terp~ret ations aind conclusions, Sonic
of which must be regardled ats highly, tenitative. Both 011 (questions
and new developnents need adinli onal invest igat on bw In terestedl
observers of' Chinese aiTahirs.

With certain minor except ions,, Chinese personal iarlics and
place-names ithstuNarerecsen ted accordling to tilie 1li\ in
svst em of' roinanizat ion. For those 'ainil iar with the Wade-C iles
svst('rn of' 'rlaniizaii on. on(,( (otii()illv usedl In Western -language

puiblicat ions onl Chinese sublects and Still used In whole or In part
by some, conversions are p)rovide(d for pinvin Wade-G lecs. and
conventional ("po1st oice''(-) spellings of' tnaior place-nfamies (see
taible 2. table 3., Appendix A). The staindardf spellings proivided'( by
he( UIn i ted( States Board l GeCogra~ph ic Name(s are' uised thIiroughi-

out the( boo1k. E~xceptI0I %niir slad (reiI~if'Or tithe n ames of wellI-kinO\%ni
historical figures lik( C oilu'cius andl Suil Yat-sen and cert aml

XV1i



place-names, such as Hong Kong and Macao, to coincide with offi-
cial usage in English-language publications of the government of
the People's Republic of China. It should be noted too that in the
text and on maps some generic parts of Chinese geographic names
have been retained in following Chinese official usage in foreign-
language publications. Thus jiang and he (river), hai (sea), wan (bay),
and s/an and ling (mountain) have been used, but the English terms
have been retained for island, plateau, basin, plain, desert,

2 province, autonomous region, and special municipality.
Measurements are given in the metric system; a table is provided

to assist those readers who wish to convert between metric and non-
metric systems (see table 1, Appendix A). A glossary and bibliog-
raphy also are included at the back of the book.

Organizational names are spelled out to avoid confusing those
reading about China for the first time. Thus, there are the National
Party Congress (of the Chinese Communist Party) and the National
People's Congress (the legislature), rather than the acronym NPC.
Some longer or more complicated names appear in acronym form
after being spelled out in their first use in cach chapter.
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Table A. Chronology of Chinese Dynasties

Ca. 21st-10th Ien Bury v . .1 .. ............. . Xil

1700-10)27 BA : . .......................... Shang

1(027-771 B.C . . ....................... W\ -stcrn Zhnn

770-221 B.C . ............................ F-aswrn Zhou

77(0-476, B.( . ........................ Spring and Autumn perind
1 75-221 B.( . .................. ...... W arring Sia s p1 rin

221-21)7 WC.. .............................. ()in

206 (.1 ) 1 .. ....... ....... . \. .st.rn lian

A.l) 9-24 .............................. Xin ('anmg lang interrn gnuml

A .1). 25-221 ............................. F'itstcrn H an

..1). 220-280 ............................ Threc KmEdmn, i Son (;n<)

220)-2) ................. ........... "%\ci
221-263 ...................... Shu

229-280) ............... ....... ... . W u

A 1). 2 6 3- : 1 ............................ W ism rn mjin

A .). i1 7- 2 ............................ East rn in

. ,1). 20-)8 ............................ Sm lli n a ,n d N rn'th(e r I) '.natii',

420-178 ........... .. .............. Sn g

479-501 ...... ......................... Q i
502-556 ............................ I iang
"5 7-588 ............................ C cn

380-)88 ............................ N or h rn I ), nas ic .

396-33 ................. .... . Norid(trn .\ -i

53 t,-549) ............................ Fi e rn \\ci

53"- 7................................. .. si ) \\( i
550 -5 ...... ............................ Notrllrn Q.i

5) 57 -- , 
...I............................. N rth'tn Zho)

A. I). )81-017.............................. Sui

A .D'. 0 18 -I M 7 ............................ T ang

A. I). 9407-960............................... e I )v nasnits

A.I). 90)7-979 .... .................... . . T n Kingd in'

16- 1125 ... .......................... I.iao
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Table A. -Cont.

O iO- 1279 ................. . . ong

900-1127 ....................... .. . Noi-lw rn Song

1127- 1279 .......................... S uld crn S ng

I10:38 -122 7 ............... ........... W t-sw rni M il

I . - 12 34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Iin

127 1- I 31i3 8 .......................... 'uan

1368- 16 1 ........................ . %fi ,.

1044-1411 ..........................

Stl ((: R~aw(d on imlnliar aim hitwil (China Il;tdboo k EdiloriO3l Comllitc. China Hland
I A& . ,iwe , IfIIt or iin i ,.. Dn .f I.i ). Icijint . 1IM112, I 1 -81!l: and Sha C1i;lnz cc.

"'(xinlax (olmhu al Dc,' :,ttcn ( A ()il I |F sl
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Country Profile

Country
Formal Name: Peopice's Republic off China.

Short Form: China.

Term for Citizens: Chinese.

Capital: 1eijing.

Geography
Size: Area about 9.6 million square kilomecters; east to vvest dfis-
tance about 5,000 kilometers, from the Heilong J iang (Amo ir River)
to Pamnir Mountains in Central Asia; north to soii I (]iStan(,(,

appjroximnately 4 ,050) kilometers, from Hl lon gj an g Provin to
Hainan Island in south, and another 1,.450 kilometers fUn her souith
to /ecngm uL Shoal, territorial elairm off' north cioast of' 1NIalays)I
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Topography: NI ai i topographic f atu eVS Include Qinl.g-Zang11
(Qinghai-' Iibet ) I)fatcati 4,000 ilietersabdove sea level and Ku nlun
Qin I Jng. and Greater lliggan ranges. Longest of country s nineIIIr-
Otis rAives, Chiang1Jiang (Yangtze River) and Huang H-e (Yellow
River), extendti or soic 6,30() and 5,400 kilometers, respectively.

Climate: 11)st of counitry in temperate belt. Complex climlatic patl-
ters rngig Iromi cold- temperate north to tropical south . 'reci pi-

tat ion varies regionally-, temperatures range fromn inu 30C~ InI
north iJanuary to 28()C in south in July. Alternating wet mon01-
soon in sunmer, (frv monsoon in winter.

Society
Population: 1 982 census reported tot al popu lat ion oI'
1,.008.,180,7:38; officiid est itnate iJ en d ol' 1986 nearly 1 .1 billion
\%,ih 1 .4 percent annual rate of' increase. Urban population offi-
cialfv estimated at 382 million 1), end of' 1985. or 37 percent of'
total. About 94 percent of* population lives onl approximately '36 per-
cent of' land.

Education: In1 1985, about 96 p~ercent of pimaryii,,-schIool-age clul-
dren attended school as compared with about 20 percent bceforc
1949). About 136 million students enrolled in more than 832,000
primary schools. Secondlary-level middle schools divided into junlor
and senior stages; majority of' schools at lower level. About
48.6 million students attended some 104,800 secondlary-level
inistitutions. 'l'ecnical education etmpfhasizedl. Intense conIfI'011et it ion
For admission to more than 1,000 colleges and universities; ab~out

.7 million students in various higher educational institutitons. Bei-
ling and Qinghua universities and more than 100otekeunvr
sities most sought alter by college entrants.

Ethnic Minorities: As of' 1987 China recognized 55 innority
nationalities, numb~eri ng about 70 mill ion persons. concent rated
in northwest and southwest. Not largest, but most impfortant
p~olitically, Tibetans (Zang nationality) and various '1urkic-speaking
groups constituted majorities in Xizang (Ibt an ij ian-vu

autonomous regions, respectively.

Health: Level of' health and medical care improving. Systemn of'
national. prov incial-level, and local facilities in urban and rural
areas plus network of' indlustrial and state-enter-prise hospitals.
Tlraditional and Western medlicine bo0th practiced. Average ide
expectancy of'sixty-nine years in 1985. Many once-widespread epi-
(cleic dliseases now undler control or eradicated.
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Economy

Salient Features: Economic system in transition, cautiously moving
away' from Soviet-style central planning and gradually adopting
market economy mechanisms and reduced government role. Indus-
try, largely based on state and collective ownership, marked by
increasing technological advancements and productivity. China's
people's communes (see Glossary) largely eliminated by 1984-after
more than twenty-five years-and responsibility system (see Glos-
sary) of production introduced in agricultural sector. Private owner-
ship of production assets legal, although major nonagricultural and
industrial facilities still state owned and centrally planned. Restraints
on foreign trade relaxed and joint ventures encouraged.

Industry: In 1985 employed about 17 peuccnt of labor Fbrce but
produced more than 43 percent of gross national product (GNP).
Fastest growing sector; average annual growth of 11 percent from
1 952 to 1985. Wide range of technological levels: many small handi-
cralt units: many enterprises using machinery installed or designed
in I 950s and 1960s: significant number of big, up-to-date plants,
including textile mills, steel mills, chemical k'rtilizer plants, and
petrochemical ftcilities but also burgeoning light industries produc-
ing consumer goods. Produced most kinds of products made by
industrialized nations but limited quantities of high-technology
items. Technology transfer by importing whole plants, equipment,
and designs an important means of progress. MaJor industrial
centers in Liaoning Province, Beijing-Tianjin-Tangshan area,
Shanghai, and Wuhan. Mineral resources included huge reserves
of iron ore: adequate to abundant supplies of nearly all other indus-
trial minerals. Outdated mining and ore processing technologies
gradually being replaced with modern techniques.

Agriculture: In 1985 employed about 63 percent of labor force,
proportion of GNP about 29 percent. Low worker productivity
because of scanty supplies of agricultural machinery and other
modern inputs. Most agricultural processes still perlbrmed by hand.
Very small arable land area (just above 10 percent of total area,
as compared with 22 percent in United States) in relation to size
of country and population. Intensive use of land; all fields produce
at least one crop a year; wherever conditions permit, two or even
three crops grown annually, especially in south. Grain most impor-
tant product, including rice, wheat, corn, sorghum, barley, and
millet. Other important crops include cotton, jute, oilseeds, sugar-
cane, and sugar beets. Eggs a ma jor product. Pork production has
increased steadily; poultry and pigs raised on family plots. Other
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I ivestt tk rclat ivvl Ii min telIn noixIberIICs, UxCej)t 1'h SI shee and g latS. 3

grazed 'in lar-ge hertds oil gr-asslands of'Ner MIonggol \titonoinlotis
Region (inner Mongolia) and( northwest. Substantial maine anl
fr-eshwater fishery. Timber resources mainly located lin northecast
anl souithwe-st; mnuch of' countryv deforested centurieIs ago. 'Aide
variety o1' fruiLts and vegetables gr-own.

Energy Sources: Sell-sufficient in all enerclgy 1,o1ints; coal and pcilo
lenin exported since early 1 970s. Coal recser-ves amlong W r~ ag
est; mining technology ilad(Ifately deVt'IOpeCd btluprov III)-Vng in
late 1980s. Petroleum reserves v'erv large, btt o' arving quality
andl In disparate locations. Suisp.cted oil (lelosits Inl lior-t hest and~
off'shore tr-acts 3(1 ievedl to be among wor-ld's Ilrgest: exll at ion
and extr-act ion liminitedl by scar-cit of'liipineit and tiralied per-
s ii iel twenty- seven contracts tar ioin aOt thare exploration and
production by Japanese and Western oil comilanies signed by 1982.
but by late 1 980s only handfl of wells piradluci ng. Su l)5tant ial
natutral gas reserves in no~rth, nirt hwest. and offshhre. [Ivd-oelct roiC

patent ial greCatest ila world, sixth largest inl capaci v :vr large
hyrotelectric pm1o.et .s uinder- cointuct ion, at lies ill lalinig slage

TlhernIial p~owerI, mostly coal Ii red, pr-oduiced approxilia~tcly 68 p.i.-
(en t at gener-ating Cap~aCItv lin I98.5 exlpectel to increcase to 72 per-
cent by 1 990. Emp1 hasis onl thernal power lin late I 980 s seeni Ib\
policy makers ats quick, shon rt-term solion to leergy need(s: h\'drno

elcrcpowerI seenl as Ion g-tertnl sahit ion. Pet roleti11 im-o i ( i( In
growth to conitinue Inl order, to lixteet need.(s at, nationwide ieehani-
zat ion and pr-ovide Impoinrtant forecign exchiange buit (I ()eit i s

to be resticted as munch as possible.

Foreign Trade: Sinai] by international standar-ds lbw gio win g
rapidly in size andl~ im1por-tance. ielresenlted 20 percent at' GNPl
Inl 1985. Trade controlled by Ministirv offIo reign Economic Rela-
tions and Trade and stlbo-dlinate. muis and bv Bank of( tunia, lo"-
eign exchange arm of' centrnal bank. Substantial (leceaitiral izat itin
and Increased tiiiit I'm lriga trade operations since late 1 970s.
Textiles leading export categor-y. Other im1portant exIport s inclulded
petroleum~ anl f'oodstuffs. Leading Imports incluided maciiCerv.
ransport eqiimerlt, Inanlufacture-d goads. and cheiclals.japanl

dominant trading pi't cr-, accounting f'or 28.9 lwrd'('itt of''imlt )or
and 15.2 p)('rd(nt of e-xl)or-ts in 1 986. Hiong Kong Icadning mairkct
far exports (3 1 .6 per-cent) but source of'only 13 per-cent of iliplorts.
Inl 1979 United Statcs lbecamn China's second largest sourlce of'
Imaports and in 1986 was third lar-gest overall tr-ade partincr. We stern
Eurtiope, 1 )artieuilarly Federal Republic of C eninamv, also tnior tr-ac-
Ing part ier. Toinarisin ene1OurInIgeo arid growving.
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Transportation and Communications
Railroads: Basis of transl)(rtatiolt systo-n. About 52.00(1( kiloictcts
of track in opcration. O nly 18 pcruccot doubic t cackcd in 1984 a(id
SMilIC important lines liicloiig imtiodern cquipint-nt Ninety percenit
of locorio.-cs steati c'itgines itt 1979: lbut by mid-IM98s produc-
Iin ol tijestitl lctiric mlode+sls groing rapidly. Fre-ighit cars util-

bcwred 280,0)00, passenge (r cars tuitubered 2000 in 1985. R~ailroads
el1te1jeint within limiits of track systi. LxpanSion andl iittpro(%V~llttt

prmrcsingin 1987.

Roads: ..\ommt 102,8001 kilometers in IN98K about 80 perceilt stir-

lacecl. 11111)rItncc o)I hli'ltxays an Itt )t('l.I gr cinrg but
biylsand alnilioal (-arts still miuchl ill (-videcc tltrotighlout country.

Inland Waterways- About I 6)(0)M kilotoetrs of naviall iivcs.

I 986. onlx slightly less thaiit ntailnoas. lRapid growth. Principal sys-
tell ChlaitgJiaitg anid its triitarics ill centr11al andt east ( :in;: titajwc
freighit artery. secolidary systeml ,'i11 liang" OPearI Riye) antd its,
ributaries int SI((tlIt.

M~aritimne Shipping: Rapidly gom wnu, itr( ltaot fhc(tl 600 \e(.s(els

Xlkjor p)1111 iitcludc( Shianghai. )aliatn. ()iluaitiglat . (,iit l'-t(ao
Tianjin, andt Illttgjim. R-apid Itlodlmiiationl of portt fac(ilities.

CDivil Aviation: A\bout 229.000 kihunetet's t()I (mitstic r((titcs:, abtlIt
91l.000) kilottieters of ilitt('ritiIottl ntct(s it 1987. Stat(' aidit

CAA\C(. l~ei~tL ilnset~~ihelin tttidl- I 80s. Slll but grIow\-
ing sitare o ()Itwill frleight andt paswntgrr tralht:w impo)(rtanit link to
rerriot(' areas and firign counties. Ini 1987 fleect incltided
AinTteicattide Woing 707. 737 . 747, am!d 767 mul( Nlcuionncll-
D)ouglas Nil -82 jctitwrs ats well as othrAmeiricanl. Bfit isfl. So ief,
West Cietnian. and doliistic aircraft. Bicijiitg I i(ttati(Ital Air-
p)011 ((tiplvwed inl 1980.

Telecommrun icat ions: I iwesiled sy-stet i I itike all palrts (d (mtitt c

by )V clehltnfl. t'legraph, radio, andt~ telexsitirt. Marked it~ot

tIt(lits bw Illi(I- I 980s xvilt influx of h -ireI)w( teltto dogv antd iitctei-set

ttlephonctt links by (Atbi amd %actllitc () Ig qujalitv . Tclcg.~~ltpll
facsimlile.an tt( tlex all in us(. Imittertalioial saittllite grt,"l sta-

tionls ill Be.ijing andlC Shlanlghai: (II utestic satellite (Ilillt iticat iI lt

ttttwork operat ional it I1986. C verl 16(1 radio sta~it I)\.5 by id-VI 8tS:
trattsislorizecl rad~io( tce ive-s culintoit. Vast \\tHir bro(adc astingL



systemn Including ovecr 2 ,600( stat ions carry'ing radio t ranlslillssions
initoi all rurilal uitls and mlanly 11 rliaii areas. I elevision systemii grew%\
rapidly- inl I980s; 90) television st at ions and 80 million sets.

Science and Technology: One of our Modernizations, it', high-
speedl development declared essential to all national econofli C
(develo pmnent by D~eng Xiaoping. Major b~reakth rou ghs in nuclecar
we~qx ins, satellite lauinching and recovery, supierconcductivit, igh-
y ieldl 1w lirid rice. P~olicy lorn Ulat ion at top) levels puts emphasis
oin aipplication otl science to industr\y and foreign technolog igt ransier.

Government and Politics
Party and Government: A int ary and -socialist state ot the dik -

tatorship oI'l( h jrolctai-lat" b~ased oni arim-l
/ecli ng Ihoti ght, led I)\ 46-million -memiber C hi nese Coin mu n 1ist
Parly (C( l). P~olitiical processes gided by party and state consti-
to (IllFs, bot1h pm u11Llgated in 18 cositutions stress principle

(if dein ierat ic cent ral isin (sec (;l(ossary), utider which represent a-
I Wve irgilis o4hot h party\ andl state are elected byloc bodies and
they.\ in turn-t elect their- adilimist rative armis at correspondiing lev--
els. WVithin recpresentative and ceeeutive bodies iiiinorit V iiust aIbide

l~~~~~y. 1lcii ,n i n~rt lower bodies obey orders of hge ee
Org~ans. In theory, National Party~ C ingress highest organ of powerci
oI party, btit real power lies In Political Buireau of' (CCl) Central

Cnn it tee and, still mlore, in select Standing (Thinni it te of lPolit i-
cal Bti rcau. National People's Congress highest government organl
of, state (' 'r; rat ifies C CAP'approved policies and programs.
Reb Orirs imnplemnted in early 1 980s allowedl more seriou-s reviewN
and del iberat ions concerninrg government pro grains in Nat anal
Pecople's Congress. State Cotincil serves as equivalent of cabinect:
key, metmbers also hold positions in impo(rtant prl)yt organ s.

Administrative Divisions: IDivlded into three tiers. In) 1987
tkcnty-niii proviiicial-level unit,. c( mpriSC twent'c-01n provI iwes,
five autonomou01s regions, arid threec cent rally governed special
mnicilpalit ies; iddle tier consists (of, au tonoinous prefecti i-es.
((1111ics, aultiotiliolls counties, cities, andl mu nicipal districts: and
b asic level comprises towiish ips, and villages.

*judicial System: Foir-levcl couirt system-. Suipremei Icipl's Cothurt
in Beijing:, higher people's coiti rts in provinces. aut ollonlots region,"s
and special mu ni11cipalit ies; Intermediate peoi ple 's ciurts at prefecc-
tire level and also in parts (if pro\'inces, aut( nonlious regions, andl

special muni11cipailiies basic peo~ple's couirts in ('(0nit ies, i owns. andl
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Iiitiilicipxil (listricts. Special courts htand~le iiiatters affectinig 11toh-
tilV' t1Illrild I traifslxuiatloll, wvater trillplrtat iOn, and forestrvy
(otirt SvS(tri pairalleled byV h1cit'achy of' pro~sec(ut ing organls clled

I pople' procuIirati rates; fit ape)X stanids Supriemne Peolfe's Pt((u rit-

torate,

Foreign Affairs: As of' late 1 980S, Ch]i nM ItlrSIie'f ifldcpcilidcnt f
elgn policy and s ought fientdly rcat iozis andl~ titaidc with itiiw coon-

t ries (despite political dlifferences. Chiine regardfs it selfas developing
cout r ad mtiniber of Third WAorld. Chlina however. has close

coopetative relations, ic(iO g (coroilli(. tlcniloogicill p~olitl;ica
win l imtitedf miilitary cooperation., with U.nitedl States. Japll, il
other Iidlustriahlv dlevelopedl nations. Earlier strainis Ii ChTinese
relittii ms with Soviet I.. 0ion, lonig conisiderecd hy Biinug ats nmi
hreat of 'var. somewhat ameliorated by late I 98t0s but still1 fll short

National Security
Armed Forces: Ini 1987 coimbinedl strength (if (0111 at suppo rt unlits

o[ Peo pie's iberialoll Army (11A) lust otldfr ') itiji11l.( l~ot00(1
forces estintatd at 2. 1 illin. vvoil(15 largest stanldinig ar-nv. A\ir
Force' c(tiltd lat 100,000~f. NavyN e'stitmit( at 150,000f, iclud-
itg thou se assigned to Naval Air For-ce. Coastal Defe'nse Firces. awl
\iarit Corps. Str-ategic NI issilv F'orce estimlatedl at 100,0.11

Combat Units and Major Equipment: Ini 1087 ground f0Irces 'ol-
sist(ld of 35 iiiaill-forcc arrilics coiiiprisilig I 18 1iantry (livisiOnls.
13 atriulord dijvisionls. and 331 arl1li-v artll aiiricraft divisiou1s:
73 tecgional-l'Orce (livisimis. thit 7(0 mini- aild regIinl-force'(

systemls Included Type 34, Tyvpe 59. aid l'vpe 6. man1 tletns

Ty-pe 62 anid 'lvpe 631 light batle tanks: various ;itlilher io\it /etCIS

anld gunls aiid iit ali (raft act illcrv. Alt Force erItti jpiliiet i tclu lcd
itearl 5.201 (oitat ircraft. Navy-\ e(fi-pfMlt included a ticlC;ar--

pocitd stiboaris (13 attack ia 2 lbiilli~tic imissile latiticltiog).
I WI diesel aittack sutiiarines. 46 Iliii or surf"'we coiiilbatlillw5 (destro-

('is aind f'rigates), 877 last-attack craft (airiiied \\Iih gunls. tiissilcs.,
oii toirpedoes). necatly 900) other comba~itanlt atlid support ships anld
boaits. aul 7801 Naval A\it Force coliilat air-craft. Stat1i Missie
Force icluded 50) iuediitil-raigc ballistic missiles ( rangec of 6501
t1iatiical ittifes). 60l intertttedhi~tc-r-aiige b~allistic tmissiles (range' (if
1 6(2t0 niautical miiles), 4 litited-ranigc linteciittnfbllililtl )IIstic tits-

sus(anige of- 3, 7801 iiatitic;Il mls.ad2hl-ag trotnoa

ballistic iiisslies (range~ of 8.100) 1auti( al tileis).



Military Budget: (Thi1cialk, announiced I'or 1987 at V20).4 bill01
(1or1 valuec of' t be yianl-see Gilossal-,). Wesiern1 anlalysts believeC
kc'ense sjpen(ling roughly (oloth aninounced budget, or about

4 pcentcil oi C NlP.

Police Agencies and Paramilitary Fores: lice or-ganIZed unler1C
NI IIistr-V Of uliHC Security. Pecople's Armecd P~olc Force, primarily
(leillobilizedl N~A trop c015 'tiliatedt at 600,.000. Su~pported by , grass-
roots party, government, and neighborhood organilzations. Armed
iiitia estimated at 4.3 million; ord'l1InaV, uname111d militia esti-

niiated at 6 1tuilli0on
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Introduction

REFORM-DUBBED CHINA'S "SECOND REVOLU-
TION"-was one of the most common terms in China's political
vocabulary in the 1980s. Reform of the Chinese Communist Party
and its political activities, refbrm of government organization,
reform of the economy, military reforms, cultural and artistic
reforms, indeed, China's post-Mao Zedong leaders called for reform
of every part of Chinese society. The leaders of the People's Repub-
li of China saw reform as the way to realize the broad goal of the
Four Modernizations (announced by Premier Zhou Enlai in 1975:
the modernization of industry, agriculture, science and technology,
and national defense) and to bring China into the community of
advanced industrial nations by the start of' the new millennium.
The reform movement had antecedents in Chinese history in the
Han (206 B.C.-A.D. 220), Song (960-1279), and Qing (1644-
1911) dynasties, when concerted efforts were made to bring about
fundamental changes in administrative methods while keeping the
overall institutional framework intact. Thus, the reform movement
of the 1980s-which has been attributed largely to the insights and
determination of Deng Xiaoping, the most important figure in the
post-Mao Zedong leadership-took its place in the broad spectrum
of Chinese history. As with previous reform movements, history
will measure this one's success.

Late twentieth-century Chinese society has developed out of some
3,300 years of recorded history and, as archaeological finds indi-
cate, several millennia of prehistoric civilization. For thousands of
years, the Middle Kingdom (Zhongguo-the Chinese name for
China) was marked by organizational and cultural continuity, which
were reaffirmed in a cyclic rise, flourishing, and decline of imperial
dynasties. Short-lived, vibrant, but often tyrannical dynasties fre-
quently were followed by long periods of stability and benevolent
rule that were built on the best features of the preceding era and
that discarded or modified more authoritarian ideas. An ethical
system of relations- governed by rules of propriety attributed to
the School of Literati (also known as the Confucian school)-
carefully defined each person's place in society. In this system, har-
mony of social relations rather than the rights of the individual was
the ideal. The highest social status was held by scholar-officials,
the literati who provided the interpretations needed for maintain-
ing harmony in a slowly evolving world. Hard-working farmers.
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